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To all boys in Year 9 - from Mr Harrison 
 
 
Throughout Year 9 you have been following a common curriculum which has provided a good, general 
education and, at the same time, has prepared you for the examination courses which begin in Year 10.  
Aptitudes and interests vary from pupil to pupil and when you enter Year 10 in September your curriculum 
will be more selective, so that you may develop your particular skills, interests and understanding to the full. 
 
The two-year course starting in Year 10 will lead to examinations in the General Certificate of Secondary 
Education.  Pupils starting Year 10 in September 2010 will be working towards the GCSE examinations to 
be held in May and June 2012 although a number of modular courses will have examinations earlier than 
that. 
 
All boys will follow a common core curriculum including GCSE courses in English, Mathematics, Double 
Certificate Science, French or Spanish and Religious Education.  Pupils will also study three further GCSE 
subjects from the enclosed list of options. 
 
All examinations demand hard, persistent work, both in school and at home and this is as much a test of 
your character and determination as of your academic ability.  The academic work of Years 10 and 11 is 
balanced by a programme of non-examination courses which includes Personal and Social Development 
(including Health Education and Citizenship), and Physical Education/Games.  There is also the opportunity 
for you to take part in activities which widen your personal interests and provide for the expression of 
individual personalities.  The varied activities include all major sports plus the wide range of school clubs 
and societies. 
 
Our aim over the five years of compulsory secondary education is to develop academic ability and personal 
qualities of responsibility, independence and integrity to the full and to provide a sound basis for entry to the 
Sixth Form and further education before university, college or employment at 18. 
 
The next few days will involve you and your parents in major decisions affecting the choice of subjects you 
will be taking in Years 10 and 11.  Heads of Departments have included details of the courses available in 
this booklet: please read it carefully.  Discussions with your parents and staff are important.  Please talk to 
all staff and ask for help when you need it. 
 
 
 
 
J G Harrison 
Headteacher 
 
 
January 2010 
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Art and Design 
 
We aim to encourage a lasting enjoyment of art and design by encouraging students to 
explore visual experiences and to communicate ideas and meanings. This is a broad course 
exploring practical and critical/contextual work through a range of 2D and/or 3D processes. 
Students work with traditional and new media, developing confidence, competence, 
imagination and creativity. They work on a portfolio and in sketchbook/journals to 
demonstrate an ability to sustain work from initial starting points to the realisation of final 
piece/s. These include evidence of research, experimentation and the development of ideas. 
 
Students have the opportunity to work individually and imaginatively and they succeed at 
GCSE if they show considerable enthusiasm and a willingness to learn in this exciting and 
innovative subject.  
 
AQA Art and Design course 
 

Coursework – 60% 

 
Students submit a portfolio of work which demonstrates an 
ability to sustain work from initial starting points or project briefs 
to the realisation of intentions. They include evidence of 
research, the development of ideas and meaningful links with 
critical and contextual studies.  
 
The relationship between the process and the outcome is 
presented in such forms as sketchbooks, design sheets, diaries, 
journals and Virtual sketchbooks.  
 
Models, maquettes, prototype, sculptures, ceramic forms and 
photographic records of such outcomes as transient 
constructions, and site installations. 
 
Other media used include drawing, painting, print making, mixed 
media, ICT, textiles and collage.  
 

Examination – 40% 

 
Students choose one title from an externally given paper. They 
complete a series of preparatory work culminating in a ten-hour 
sustained and focused examination. 
 

 
Students are encouraged to develop as independent learners and as critical and reflective 
thinkers with enquiring minds. They become confident at taking risks and learning from their 
mistakes when exploring and experimenting with ideas, materials, tools and techniques 
including, when appropriate traditional and new media and technologies.  
 
Any student wishing to take any career in the arts would find this course beneficial, as it will 
greatly improve their creative abilities. Students can go on to study Art and Design at A 
Level, which leads to creative degree courses and foundation courses. 
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Business Studies 
 
GCSE Business Studies is an interesting and relevant course which uses an investigative 
approach to problem solving and skill development. This course begins with business start 
ups’ and moves on to look at wider issues of the global market and Government influence. A 
summary of the topics covered over two years would include: 
 

 Business Start Up e.g:- Business Planning and the ownership and control of firms, 
types  of business and reasons for growth. 

 
 The aims, missions and objectives of different firms. 

 
 Leadership and motivation of people in business to include major theories and 

applied to Human Resources. 
 

 Marketing and Sales. 
 

 Finance and Accounts. 
 

 Production and quality issues. 
 

 International trade and global markets. 
 

 External influences including the Government. 
 
From September 2009 AQA GCSE Business Studies (4133) 
 
NO COURSEWORK 
 
This department does try to deliver the subject through the constructive use of ICT. As such, 
one in four lessons are held in a computer room when skills can be developed and the bulk 
of research covered. Case studies of businesses are used to show good practice and access 
to past papers helps the student to develop to the Higher tier entry A*-D. 
 
The top B, A and A* grades in Business Studies can be achieved (these are necessary in 
order to advance to Higher Education) when students can: 
 

 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the specified subject content 
 

 Apply their knowledge to learn the key terms, concepts and theories 
 

 Develop independent learning habits involving research of current news items as well 
as analyse problems 

 
 Use case studies to learn from experience how to solve business problems, make 

reasoned judgements and present accurate conclusions. 
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Design and Technology Introduction 
 
There are four DT options available. Each has a distinct orientation but they all have a 
common base of problem-solving via the Design Process, and a real (practical) outcome is 
needed to test your ideas. 
 
All courses in DT are hoping to enter students for the theory exam at the end of Year 10.  
 
The orientations are: 
 
ELECTRONIC PRODUCTS – This course requires the application of Electronic theory and a 
wide variety of practical skills to the development of Electronic products (circuits and 
casings). 
 
 
 
RESISTIVE MATERIAL TECHNOLOGY - This course requires the application of knowledge 
and practical skills to construct a product. There will be a Controlled Design and Make 
Assessment which is selected from a range of tasks provided by the examination board. 
 
 
 
GRAPHICS - This course utilises the artistic aspects of problem solving and looks towards 
commercial art  
e.g. illustration, draughtsmanship and model-making. 
 
 
 
FOOD AND NUTRITION – This course utilises the practical aspects of problem solving and 
requires an appreciation of the importance of food in everyday living. You will learn about a 
range of different foods and their properties, the functions and sources of nutrients, skills in 
food preparation and cooking and how to apply this knowledge and skill in the creation of 
tasty, interesting recipes to meet varying needs and lifestyle situations. 
 
 
 
 
NB: All these courses have considerable coursework elements and so it is vital that a 
candidate commits himself to achieving periods of considerable work at home in order to 
achieve this. 
 
The cost of materials used in pupils’ projects will have to be paid for. 
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Drama/Theatre Studies 
 
 
This is an excellent option whether you are seriously interested in the performing arts or not, 
because it develops confidence, self-expression and teamwork skills such as these are of 
ever increasing importance in most career paths, from business to the professions. The 
course encourages creativity and provides an introduction to the world of theatre. Theatre 
visits are an important part of the course and practical coursework represents 60% of the 
final assessment. 

Aims 
 
The course aims to develop: 
 
1. Practical responses to a range of play texts, an understanding of the way in which 
 playwrights achieve their effects and an ability to convey an author’s intentions to 
 an audience. 
 
2. An awareness of the social, historical and cultural contexts of drama. 
 
3. Increased self and group awareness and the ability to appreciate and evaluate the 

work of others. 
 
4. Creativity, confidence, concentration, self-discipline and communication. 
 
Assessment 
 
Candidates offer two options for coursework, one of which must involve performance and 
covering both work based on published scripts and work of students’ own devising, working 
in groups. The following areas are possible in principle, subject to numbers and resources in 
any particular year: Acting, improvising, Theatre in Education, devised thematic work, set 
design, costumes, make-up, props, masks, puppets, lighting, sound and stage management 
(Acting and/or improvisation or devised thematic work would always be available). 
 
 
Coursework assessment (60%) is based on: 
 
1. Responses to plays 
2. Work in progress (eg the process of development and rehearsal) 
3. Final performance (or demonstration for technical and design options) 
 
The written examination (40%) consists of: 
 
Part A:  Answering a performance or design orientated question on a set play text 
Part B:  Answering a question on a play seen during the course 
 
Unmarked play texts and personal notes on productions seen are allowed in the examination 
room. 
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English Language and English Literature 
 
2010 sees a new syllabus and structure for the English GCSE course. As yet we have not 
finalised our choice of specification and cannot give specific information about the course; we 
will publish details online as soon as we have made this decision. There are however, some 
elements of the specification that have not changed or are common to all specifications, and 
some that we already know about. 
 
There are three attainment targets: 
 En 1 - Speaking and Listening 
 En 2 - Reading 
 En 3 - Writing 
Dual submission of controlled assessment work (essays written in class under timed 
controlled conditions, marked by the teacher and moderated by the exam board) for English 
Language and English Literature is required; consequently, NO coursework will be 
completed at home in future. All pupils at TWGSB will be entered for the Higher tier of 
entry in English Language and English Literature.  
 
The aims of our integrated course are as follows: 
1. To develop in pupils an understanding of the spoken word and the capacity to express 

themselves effectively in a variety of Speaking and Listening activities, matching style 
and response to audience and purpose; to develop skills in analysing the spoken 
language that we hear and use; 

2. To develop in pupils the ability to read, understand and respond to all types of writing 
and to develop information retrieval strategies for the purposes of study; 

3. To develop in pupils the ability to construct and convey meaning in written language 
using correct grammar and standard English (except where non-standard forms are 
needed), matching style to audience and purpose; 

4. To develop in pupils the ability to read, understand and respond to a variety of literary 
texts, to appreciate the ways in which authors achieve their effects and to develop an 
enjoyment of, and an enthusiasm for, literature. 

 
Assessment Objectives 
 
A. Speaking and Listening 

 
Pupils will be given opportunities to demonstrate that they can: 
• articulate experience and express what they feel and imagine; 
• understand, order and present facts, ideas and opinions; 
• show a sense of audience and an awareness of style in a variety of circumstances; 
• recognise different levels of explicit and implicit meanings and attitudes in a variety  

of contexts; 
• communicate a sensitive personal response to what is heard, read and perceived; 
• reflect on and evaluate ways in which they and others use spoken and written 

language in different purposes. 
B. Reading 
 
Pupils will be provided with opportunities to read literary, non-literary and media texts, some 
of which will be whole works, and to show an informed engagement with the work of a wide 
range of authors from a variety of cultures and times. The range of texts available to pupils 
will include poetry, plays, short stories, novels, anthologies, letters, travel books, 
newspapers, literature from different cultures, works of reference and electronic databases. 
Pupils will be introduced to some of those works whose influence in shaping and refining how 
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the English language and its literature is recognised. All students are required to study a 
complete work of Shakespeare. 
The range of purposes for reading will be wide and will include reading for pleasure and 
reading to retrieve particular information for study purposes.  
 
 
Pupils will be given opportunities to demonstrate that they can: 

• communicate a sensitive and informed personal response to what is heard, read or 
seen; 

• understand and evaluate facts, ideas and opinions which they encounter in their 
reading; 

• recognise different levels of explicit and implicit meanings and attitudes in texts which 
increasingly vary in style and complexity; 

• understand and appreciate choices which writers may make in language, structure 
and form to achieve the effects they want. 

 
C. Writing 
 
Pupils will be provided with opportunities to write in a wide range of styles and forms, 
including critical and imaginative responses to the reading of literature. 
 
Pupils will be given opportunities to demonstrate that they can: 

• write about their experiences and express what they feel and imagine; 
• understand, order and present facts, ideas and opinions; 
• show a sense of audience and an awareness of style in a variety of situations; 
• exercise control of appropriate grammatical structures, conventions of paragraphing, 

sentence structure, punctuation and spelling; 
• understand and appreciate choices which writers, including themselves, may make in 

language, structure and form to achieve the effects they want. 
 
D. Spoken Language Study 
 
Spoken Language Study is a new compulsory element of all the English Language  
specifications for 2010, accounting for 10% of the marks available.  
 
Pupils will be given opportunities to demonstrate that they can: 

• Understand variations in spoken language, explaining why language changes in 
relation to contexts 

• Evaluate the impact of spoken language choices in their own and others’ use. 
 
The following skills and learning activities will be covered during the integrated course: 
 
En 1 Speaking and Listening 

• conveying and understanding information; 
• expressing and responding to ideas and feelings; 
• group discussion and performance; 
• drama focused role play; 
• analysing the spoken language we hear around us. 

 

En 2 Reading 
• response to literature; 
• response to non-literary and media texts; 
• research and information retrieval; 
• knowledge about language. 
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En 3 Writing 
• production and variety of writing; 
• style; 
• drafting and redrafting; 
• knowledge about language; 
• spelling and presentation. 

 

Speaking and Listening will be taught alongside Reading and Writing as part of a fully 
integrated course. 
 
Differentiation will be achieved through choice of task and through outcome. 
 
More information about the percentage weighting of each task for language and for literature 
will be given in our online update. 
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Geography 
 
The AQA GCSE Geography specification A is designed to provide progression from Key Stage 3 
whilst laying down an appropriate foundation for further study of geography or related subjects to post-
16 level. It also covers a broad range of skills and knowledge which will serve students well in terms of 
global and environmental awareness and lifelong learning. 
 
The course provides the opportunity to develop candidate’s communication skills, graphical and 
cartographical techniques, technology; including ICT and GIS, interpersonal skills through debate and 
discussion, literacy, numeracy and problem solving through enquiry based learning. 
 
The overall approach to the subject is thematic rather than regional when studying the different parts 
of the world. Factual recall is less important now, the emphasis being on the candidate’s ability to 
analyse data and to formulate considered judgements. 
 
The Course 
Students will focus on the geographical processes that shape our world through the study of physical 
and human geography in discrete, self contained topic areas. 
 
The physical component will include the topics: 

• Restless Earth 
• Challenge of weather and climate 
• Ice on the land 
• The Coastal zone 

 
The human component will include the topics: 

• Changing urban environments 
• Changing rural environments 
• Globalisation 
• Tourism 

 
These topics have been selected from the choice provided to ensure that students receive a varied 
diet of geographical topics at all key stages, building on prior knowledge whilst avoiding repetition. 
 
Assessment 
The examinations take the form of short structured questions followed by those that provide the 
opportunity for extended prose. 
 
The examination consists of three parts:- 
 
Unit 1 Written paper of 1 hour 30 minutes which requires an understanding of physical 

landscapes with emphasis on the interaction of people and the environment as well as 
an awareness of the need for sustainable management. 

 
Unit 2 Written paper of 1 hour 30 minutes with a focus on changing human environments, 

both rural and urban. It covers some of the rapid economic developments that affect 
people globally as well as issues related to sustainable urban living, rural economies 
and farming and the impact of tourism. 

 
Unit 3 Local Fieldwork Investigation: The coursework component comprises a local fieldwork 

investigation leading to a single planned enquiry. Following classroom study and data 
collection on a field visit candidates will write up their work, which has a word limit of 
2000 words, under direct supervision in class within a maximum of six hours. This 
replaces the previous style of coursework which was largely written up as homework 
over an extended period. 

 
♦ Unit 1 and unit 2 make up 37.5% of the total marks each and are assessed by external examiners. 
 
♦ Unit 3 represents 25%. This is assessed by the teachers and is then moderated by the exam 

board. 
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Geology 
 
This is a two year GCSE course which builds upon the Programmes of Study for Science 
and Geography in Key Stages 1-3, developing topics about the Earth from both areas. 
 
The study of natural phenomena, such as earthquakes and volcanoes, and of scenery 
evolving under the influence of geological forces, encourages a deep appreciation of the 
natural world together with an awareness of individual and societal attitudes, values and 
actions in response to natural environmental issues. 
 
The study of Geology provides an essential contribution to an understanding and 
appreciation of the Earth. It examines the form and structure of the Earth and the 
development of life on Earth. 
 
Uniquely, it introduces the concept of the vastness of geological time which, together with the 
study of the rock record and fossils, leads to a deeper understanding of the origin of the 
planet and the significance of life on Earth. A study of natural hazards can lead to reasoned 
and responsible judgements on the value of human life. 
 
Course Content 
This course in GCSE GEOLOGY should encourage students to: 
 

1. Develop interest in, and enthusiasm for, geology. 
2. Develop a critical approach to geological evidence and methods. 
3. Acquire and apply skills, knowledge and understanding of how geological science 

works and its essential role in society. 
4. Appreciate the contribution of geology to the objective understanding of the material 

world. 
5. Acquire geological skills, knowledge. 
 

The course content comprises of six key ideas: 
 

 1: Rock exposures contain evidence of how the rocks were formed and subsequently 
deformed. 

 2: The character of the landscape contains evidence of the relationship between past 
and present processes and the underlying geology. 

 3: Some major concepts underpin our current understanding of the Earth. 
 4: Major geological events fit into a timeline, beginning with the formation of the Earth 
 5: Earth events occur frequently and are commonly reported in the media 
 6: Professional geoscientists use a variety of investigational skills in their work 

 
Assessment 
Assessment for GCSE Geology is untiered, i.e. all components/units cater for the full 
range of ability and allow access to grades A*-G for the subject award. 
 
The assessment of this GCSE course consists of two components: 
 
Scheme of Assessment - Written Examination Paper: 75% 
This is a non-tiered written paper provided as an on-screen test. It consists of 
compulsory structured data and stimulus response questions. The paper comprises 
75% of the overall assessment, carries 100 raw marks and is 1½ hr in duration. 
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Controlled Internal Assessment: 25% 
The controlled internal assessment complements the theory paper by assessing the 
geological practical skills of candidates. 
 
As part of this work field trips will form an important part and will be in the form of a 
residential course, as well as including more local studies. 
 
GCSE Geology provides a firm foundation for further study in Advanced Science and 
Geography. 
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History 
 
‘You have to know the past to understand the present.’ Dr. Carl Sagan. 
 
The History department prepares and enters students for the Edexcel History specification A, 
Modern World History. 
 
Why study Modern World History? 
 

• Because it will help you to understand the world you live in, the events of the last 100 
years and help to explain the problems and opportunities of the world today. 

 
• Because of the very valuable skills you will develop. This could be the most important 

– in history you will deal with real people and you can work out why they did what 
they did. You will improve your ability to judge whether you are being told the truth, 
only part of the truth or something completely untrue. 

 
What will I learn? 
 

• About international relations- what leads to conflicts between countries and how 
these conflicts are settled. We study the period of the Cold War, from 1943-1990. 

 
• About one nation in depth – which will help you understand how people in another 

place and time thought about the world. We study Germany from 1918-39. 
 
• About how historians use sources to find out about what happened – it could be the 

Trenches in the First World War or Civil Rights in the USA. 
 
How will I be assessed? 
 
For units 1, 2 and 3 you will have an exam. Unit 4 is a controlled assessment and you will 
research a task then write it up in the classroom. 
Many of the question styles will be like those you have already done at Key Stage 3.There 
will be questions about what you know and have learned and other questions that are more 
about your own opinions and letting you give your own explanations and reasons for 
something that happened in the past. 
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Information Technology 
 
Core ICT will be embedded within other subject areas. The ICT course leads to the DiDA 
qualification which is an ideal preparation for further study in the sixth form. 
 
The DiDA syllabus helps prepare pupils for a world increasingly dominated by the use of ICT 
systems, which influence every aspect of everyday life. Studying ICT will help provide the 
analytical, communication and technical skills that are needed by active participants in this 
exciting and dynamic world. The course will provide an essential foundation for any further 
courses including those specific to computing, ICT and Information Management or a wider 
range of courses such as Media Studies. 
 
Straight factual recall is not a major requirement of the course. The ability to use general 
applications and being able to describe their use is more important. The DiDA qualification 
does NOT have written exams. It is a modular course ranging from an equivalent to a single 
GCSE grade up to a maximum of 4 GCSE grades. Coursework is submitted for assessment 
via an E-portfolio showing the progression from the planning and design stage through to the 
evaluation of their work. The current modules offered include (and in this order) 
 
Using ICT – The knowledge and skills needed to design and produce publications for print 
and screen that are fit for audience and purpose. 
 
Multimedia - collect, create and prepare different types of digital assets – audio, video, 
animation, still images, movies and text.  
 
Graphics - to develop graphic elements and use testing and feedback from others as an 
integral part of an iterative development process from initial designs through to final products. 
 
Games Authoring - This unit teaches advanced skills and is an introduction to programming 
including game features and design employing an iterative, participatory approach to game 
development from initial concept to final game whilst using feedback from others to inform 
the . 
 
Computing and ICT are currently available at A Level. DiDA is an essential requirement for 
ICT A level. For computing it is desirable but not essential. 
 
If boys are interested in ICT, Computing, Science, Engineering or other technical specialism, 
then ICT should be very strongly considered. Nearly all other career paths can be supported 
with a good ICT qualification. 
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Mathematics 
 
All students study GCSE Mathematics for 3 hours per week as part of the common 
core curriculum.  
 
New GCSE Mathematics Specifications are being introduced in all schools for first 
teaching from September 2010. The content will be broadly similar to previous 
Specifications but there will be a significantly increased emphasis on unstructured 
problem-solving and major changes to the assessment structure.  
 
We have selected the OCR ‘A’ Specification (J562) as being the most suited to our 
students. It has a Unit (modular) structure and there is no coursework. The vast 
majority of our boys are likely to be entered for the Higher Units, giving access to 
grades A*-D, whilst Foundation Units offer a maximum of grade C for students who 
find the Higher content too demanding.  
 
Unit examinations are available in November, January and June. It is likely that our 
students will sit Unit A in November or January of Year 10, Unit B in June of Year 10 
or November of Year 11 and all will take Unit C at the end of Year 11.  
 
Unit Content and Assessment  
 
Unit A (1 hour paper worth 25%, calculator permitted) general problem solving skills; 
number; hierarchy of operations; ratio; factors, multiples and primes; general algebra 
and coordinates; sequences and formulae; linear equations; general measures; 
constructions; maps; core trigonometry; Pythagoras’ theorem in 2D and 3D; general 
data handling. 
 
Unit B (1 hour paper worth 25%, no calculators) 
general problem solving skills; number; fractions, decimals and percentages; indices 
and surds; general algebra and coordinates; functions and graphs; inequalities; 
general measures; angles and properties of shapes; transformations; vectors; 
bivariate data. 
 
Unit C (2 hour paper worth 50%, calculator permitted)  
general problem solving skills; number; standard index form; upper and lower 
bounds; social arithmetic; general algebra and coordinates; algebraic manipulation; 
real life and non-linera functions; general measures; area and volume; extension 
trigonometry; the study of chance. 
 
 
More details can be found via OCR’s website: 
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/type/gcse_2010/maths/a/index.aspx 
 
 

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/type/gcse_2010/maths/a/index.aspx
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Media Studies 
 
The subject 
Media Studies as an academic subject encompasses texts from television, film, gaming, 
radio, internet and print media including newspapers, advertising and magazines. The 
aim of the subject is to understand how the business of media production works, how 
audiences engage with texts, be able to analyse texts looking at visual and written language 
and discuss how social groups are represented across the media. These skills are then 
brought together in your own production work. 
 
The department 
The Media Studies department are highly successful at A level and are excited to be now 
offering GCSE at KS4. We are well resourced; with digital video editing facilities, access to 
sound recording for radio production and software such as InDesign and Adobe Photoshop 
for producing work such as newspapers and magazines. Our strength is in providing you with 
the support needed to produce outstanding media production work as well as providing an 
opportunity for challenging discussion, debate and written reflection on issues facing 
contemporary media audiences and institutions. 
 
We believe in opportunities to learn outside the classroom, from visits and external speakers, 
and giving you the change to engage with the media in a professional context.  
 
What might we do in a Media Studies lesson? 

• Watch an extract from a film such as ‘The Matrix’ and analyse the camera shots, 
angles, sound, editing techniques and special effects, writing an essay for homework, 
commenting on how the male character is represented through these techniques 

• Compare news stories across tabloid and broadsheet newspapers on the same day 
and discuss why they have been selected and reported in a specific way 

• Watch a documentary on 9/11, discussing how ‘realism’ is constructed through the 
techniques used. For homework, storyboard your own documentary opening 

• Write a script for a radio programme targeted at local teenagers, and record the 
show, mixing with sound effects and music 

• Work in a team to create a music related magazine, taking on roles of journalist, 
editor, sub editor, photojournalist 

• Research the BBC and the role of public service broadcasting in this country 
 
What skills do I need to be successful? 

• Interested in the media and current affairs 
• Good written communication skills 
• Creativity in responding to a brief 
• Team work 
• Effective research and organisation skills 
• Self motivated and committed 
• Confident in use of ICT (although we will train you on all necessary software)  

 
Allocation of marks at GCSE 

• Coursework 60% 
• Exam 40% 
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Objectives of the course 
• Develop enquiry, critical thinking and decision-making skills through the study of 

media texts, audiences and institutions 
• Develop your appreciation and critical understanding of the media and its role in your 

daily lives 
• Develop your practical skills through opportunities for personal engagement and 

creativity 
• Understand how to use media key concepts to analyse media texts and their 

contexts, using appropriate terminology  
• To research, plan and construct media products using ICT 
• To evaluate your own media production, using creative and technical skills 

 
Assessment* 
 
1. Individual Media Studies Portfolio (30%) 

• Essay: comparison between how two documentaries represent the 9/11 attack on the 
Twin Towers.  

• Production exercise: A storyboard for the opening sequence of a new television or 
film documentary on a local hero (12– 20 frames, drawn or photographed). 

 
2. Production Portfolio (30%) 

• A group production task to create a magazine-based radio programme targeted at a 
teen audience, including news, interviews and music 

• Planning presented as a portfolio 
• Evaluation presented as a formal presentation using PowerPoint 

 
3. Textual Analysis and Audiences and Institutions (40%) 

The exam is 1hr 45mins and has two parts.  
 

• Section1: In the first section you will analyse and respond to a short, unseen clip from 
an Action Adventure film and show your understanding of media language, genre 
and representation. (20%) 

 
• Section 2: This is focused on the topic of TV programming and you will discuss 

audience and institutional issues related to TV comedy programmes (20%) 
 
* the specific coursework projects may be subject to change 
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Modern Foreign Languages – French and Spanish 
 
The GCSE course followed leads to the examination offered by OCR and comprises 
Foundation and Higher Tier units in Listening and Reading and two non-tiered units, 
Speaking and Writing. 
 
Assessment  
  
From September 2009 the GCSE is made up of four mandatory units. Three units are 
externally assessed and one is internally assessed and externally moderated. The four units 
are:  

A701/ A721 (externally assessed):  Listening  (French / Spanish) 
A702/ A722 (internally assessed):   Speaking  (French / Spanish)  
A703/ A723 (externally assessed):  Reading  (French / Spanish) 
A704/ A724 (externally assessed):   Writing  (French / Spanish) 

 
Further details about the Assessment Objectives (AO): 
 
 Units   AO Weightings  Timing (minutes) 
AO1 – Listening  20%   Foundation 35; Higher 40 
AO2 – Speaking  30%   Controlled assessment 6 per test 
AO3 – Reading  20%   Foundation 35; Higher 45 
AO4 – Writing   30%   Controlled assessment (60 per assignment) 
 
           
Topic Areas  
 
Each topic provides contexts where learners explore the target-language countries and 
communities.  
 
Topic Area 1 Home and local area  
 Life in the home; friends and relationships 
 Local area, facilities and getting around  
 
Topic Area 2 Health and sport  
 Sport, outdoor pursuits and healthy lifestyle 
 Food and drink as aspects of culture and health 
 
Topic Area 3 Leisure and entertainment  
 Socialising, special occasions and festivals  
 TV, films and music 
 
Topic Area 4 Travel and the wider world  
 Holidays and exchanges 
 Environmental, cultural and social issues  
 
Topic Area 5 Education and work  
 School life in the UK and in the target language country or community.  
 Work experience, future study and jobs, working abroad.  
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Music 
 
The Edexcel Music GCSE course comprises of 3 units: 
 
Performing 
 
The performing unit is worth 30% of the total mark for GCSE music. It has two equal parts: 
 
Solo performing  
 
Students will perform one solo performance of their own choice in any style or genre, with or 
without accompaniment as appropriate to the style of music. This may include:  

• a solo performance on any instrument 
• a solo improvisation on any instrument 
• a sequenced performance on a midi keyboard using music software 
• a realisation such as a performance with DJ decks/turntables or a live sound diffusion 

of electro-acoustic music. 
 

Ensemble performing  
 
The ensemble performance may be on a different instrument/voice or in a different discipline 
to that of the solo performance – any combination of the various solo and ensemble 
performance options is acceptable. 
 
This may include: 

• performing an undoubled part within an ensemble 
• improvising as part of an ensemble 
• rehearsing and directing an ensemble 
• creating a multi-track recording using music software. 
 

Any instrument is allowed, including voice, and can be in any style or tradition. Is it helpful if 
you have been studying an instrument prior to the start of this course but it is not an essential 
requirement. Equally an interest or experience in music technology is a useful background to 
this course. 
 
The two pieces may be performed and recorded at any stage during the course. Scores of 
your pieces or an original audio recording will be submitted with each performance. 
 
Composing 
 
The composing unit is worth 30% of the total mark for GCSE music. For this you will create 
two compositions (or arrangements), each based on a different Area of Study. You will be 
taught how to use Cubase and Sibelius Music Software to compose your pieces. 
 
You can offer: 

• Either two compositions or two arrangements, or a composition and an 
arrangement 

• Both pieces must be composed according to a brief which may be set by your 
teacher or chosen by you 

• Your compositions must be for one or more instruments and/or voices and/or 
may involve music technology 
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Both compositions are allocated 15% each, making 30% in total for this component. 
 
Listening and Appraising 
 
The listening unit is worth 40% of your GCSE . This unit comprises of the study of 12 set 
works from the following areas of study: 
+ 
Area of Study 1 - Western classical music 1600 – 1899 
 
1 The Baroque Era  

Set work 1: G.F.Handel: Chorus: ‘And the Glory of the Lord’ from the oratorio Messiah 
2 The Classical Era 

Set work 2: W.A.Mozart: Ist movement from Symphony No. 40 in G minor 
3 The Romantic Era  

Set Work 3: F.Chopin: Piano Prelude No. 15 in D flat major, Op.28 
 
Area of Study 2 - Music in the 20th Century 
 
4 Expressionism and Serialism 

Set work 4 – ‘Peripetie’ from Five Orchestral Pieces by A. Schoenberg (1874-1951) 
5 Musical Theatre 

Set work 5 – ‘Something’s Coming’ from West Side Story by L. Bernstein (1918-1990) 
6 Minimalism  

Set work 6 – 3rd movement (Fast) from Electric Counterpoint by S. Reich (1936) 
 

Area of Study 3 - Popular music in context 
 
7 Jazz 

Set work 7 – ‘All Blues’ from Kind of Blue by M. Davis (1926 -1991) 
8 Rock 

Set work 8 – ‘Grace’ from Grace by J. Buckley (1966-1997) 
9 Club dance 

Set work 9 – ‘Why Does My Heart Feel So Bad?’ from Play by Moby (1965-) 
 

Area of Study 4 - World music 
 
10 Fusion 

Set work 10 – Skye Waulking Song’ from Nadurra by Capercaillie 
11 Indian Music 

Set work 11 – Rag Desh’ by three different artists: 
  A. Shankar 

C.L. Tanwar 
B. Wertheimer and S. Gorn 

12 African music 
Set work 12 – ‘Yiri’ by Koko 

 
There is a one hour and 30 minute listening exam in response to questions about the set 
works. The course in essence is 60% coursework and 40% written examination. 



 
 

 26

Physical Education 
 
Aims 
This syllabus ensures that candidates are: 
 
1) able to make a smooth progression from Key Stage 3 to Key Stage 4. 
2) able to extend the requirements of the National Curriculum by participating in four 

practical activities drawn from at least two areas of activity. 
3) able to regularly participate in a health promoting physical activity programme to further 

develop their knowledge and understanding of the principles involved for each activity 
covered. 

4) able to improve their ability to plan, perform and evaluate physical activities. 
5) able to improve their knowledge and understanding of the physiological, psychological 

and sociological factors which affect sporting participation. 
6) given an ideal foundation in order to progress to AS/A2 Physical Education. 
 
Assessment Objectives 
The examination will assess a candidate’s ability to demonstrate: 
 
1) physical performance, including an ability to inter-relate planning, performing and 

evaluating whilst undertaking physical activity. 
2) analysis and improvement of their own and others performance 
3) knowledge and understanding of the factors affecting performance 
4) knowledge and understanding of the health and safety aspects of physical activity, 

including the advantages and risks associated with a range of training strategies and 
techniques. 

5) knowledge and understanding of the reasons for participating in physical activity. 
 
Outline of Course 
All candidates are assessed by two components: an assessment of four practical activities 
chosen by the candidate, and a written paper of 1-5 hours duration which is set and marked 
by the Examinations Board. 
 
Component 1  Paper 1  Practical Performance 60% weighting 
   Paper 2  Written paper (2 hours) 40% weighting 
 
Paper 1 - Practical performance 
 
Candidates are assessed on their performance and as an official/coach or performer in four 
practical activities chosen from a variety of individual sports and team games. 
 
Paper 2 - Written Paper 
 
This involves a 1.5 hour examination on a variety of physical, social and psychological 
aspects of Physical Education. The paper is a mixture of multiple choice, short answer and 
pre-release scenario questions which examine the pupil’s understanding and ability to apply 
their knowledge in practical situations. 
 
*New from September 2009  
 GCSE Double Award - Option 2 
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A selection of students who are gifted both practically and academically will be able to opt for 
the new GCSE Double Award which is the equivalent of 2 GCSE qualifications. This course 
involves two written papers and two practical examinations. In the practical unit pupils are 
examined in 6 - 8 different sports in the role of performer, official or coach. The second 
written exam includes additional questions from Section A – D in the Single Award. 
 
It is likely that there will be one group who will take the Single Award Full Course and one 
group covering the Double Award. 
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Religious Education 
 
Years 10 and 11 all follow the GCSE National Curriculum syllabus of AQA Specification B. 
“Ethics, Philosophy and Religion in Society.”  
This is a new syllabus which started in September 2009. 
 
This course has two units, chosen out of six options: 
 
1 Religion and Morality (Year 11 course) 
 
2 Religion and Life Issues (Year 10 course) 
 
Students will look at views of various religions on different issues as follows: 
 
 
1 Religion and Morality 
 
♦ Religious attitudes to matters of life (medical ethics) 
♦ Religious attitudes to the elderly and death 
♦ Religious attitudes to drug abuse 
♦ Religious attitudes to crime and punishment 
♦ Religious attitudes to rich and poor in Britain and the world 
 
 
 
2 Religion and Life Issues 
 
♦ Religion and animal rights 
♦ Religion and planet earth 
♦ Religion and prejudice 
♦ Religion and early life 
♦ Religion, war and peace 
♦ Religion and young people 
 
 
The course is assessed by two written examinations (1 and ½ hours each) taken at the end 
of Year 11. There are no coursework requirements. There is a possibility that one unit can be 
taken at the end of year 10 and this will be made available for high achievers decided upon 
based on various tests taken during year 10. 
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Science 
 
The National Curriculum requires that all pupils follow a broad, balanced science course. 
This means that it must contain elements of Physics, Chemistry and Biology. 
 
All TWGSB students have the option to follow the AQA separate science courses leading to 
Physics, Chemistry and Biology GCSEs. Those students who do not opt for this will follow 
the Double Award course, which also involves specialist teaching of all three Sciences and 
results in being awarded two Science GCSEs. 
 
The aims of our science courses are to encourage candidates to: 
 
 

• develop their interest in, and enthusiasm for, science 
• develop a critical approach to scientific evidence and methods 
• acquire and apply skills, knowledge and understanding of how science works and its 

essential role in society 
• acquire scientific skills, knowledge and understanding necessary for progression to 

further learning 
 
Each science is delivered in Units; a Core Science unit (completed in Year 9), with an 
Additional science unit in each and, for Separate Science students, a third Unit which 
completes the Biology, Chemistry and Physics separate science GCSEs. Double Award 
students will not take the third unit in each subject. Progress throughout the course is 
assessed internally by a series of structured topic tests, the results of which are used to 
generate termly assessments. 
 
The Core Units are examined by two 30 minute multiple choice papers in each subject, while 
the 6 remaining Units are examined by 45 minute written papers. In addition to the written 
examinations, an Investigative Skills Assessment (ISA) and Practical Skills Assessment 
(PSA) is undertaken in each science. Each Unit represents 25% of the full GCSE, with the 
PSA and ISA making up the remaining 25%. Some Units are examined in Year 10, while 
others are examined in Year 11. The ISA tasks vary from year to year, are undertaken in 
normal lesson time, and are internally marked in school. 
 
Each of the science courses includes an element on “How Science Works” where we 
examine the “thinking behind the doing” and fundamental scientific ideas, and the role of 
observation as a stimulus to investigation. Students will spend time designing an 
investigation, making measurements and presenting data. 
 
They will use data to draw conclusions and become aware of the social aspects, and 
limitations of, scientific evidence. 
 
Biology 
 
In Core Biology we study how human bodies respond to changes inside them and to their 
environment and what can we do to keep our bodies healthy. 
 
We look at how we use/abuse medical and recreational drugs and discuss the causes of 
infectious diseases and how our bodies defend themselves against them. We also study 
what determines where particular species live and how many of them there are, and 
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investigate why individuals of the same species are different from each other, and look at the 
methods we have for producing plants and animals with the characteristics we prefer. 
We then consider why some species of plants and animals have died out, and how new 
species of plants and animals develop, finally looking at how humans affect the environment. 
 
In Additional Biology we consider what animals and plants are built from, and how dissolved 
substances get into and out of cells. We study how plants obtain the food they need to live 
and grow, what happens to energy and biomass at each stage in a food chain and what 
happens to the waste material produced by plants and animals. We also study what 
enzymes are and some of their functions, and how our bodies keep internal conditions 
constant. We then consider which human characteristics show a simple pattern of 
inheritance. 
 
In Biology Unit 3 we develop our studies to look at how dissolved substances get into and out 
of plants and animals and how dissolved materials are transported around the body. We 
consider how exercise affects the exchanges taking place within the body and how 
exchanges in the kidney help us to maintain the internal environment in mammals, and how 
biology has helped us to treat kidney disease. We look at how micro-organisms are used to 
make food and drink, and what other useful substances can safely be made using micro-
organisms. 
 
Chemistry  
 
In Core Chemistry we study how rocks provide building materials such as concrete, and the 
raw materials for the extraction of metals. We then examine the reactions of metals and how 
metals are used. We also consider how we get fuels from crude oil, and how are polymers 
and ethanol made from oil. We extend this to consider how plant oils can be used, and the 
impact of our activities on the Earth and its atmosphere. 
 
In Additional Chemistry we think about how sub-atomic particles help us to understand the 
structure of substances, and how structures influence the properties and uses of substances. 
We use chemical equations to calculate how much we can make in chemical reactions, and 
how much we need to use. We investigate how we can control the rates of chemical 
reactions, and find out if all chemical reactions release energy. We also look at how we can 
use ions in solutions, and the reactions of acids and alkalis. 
 
In Chemistry Unit 3 we study how the periodic table was developed, and how it can help us 
understand the reactions of elements. We also look at strong and weak acids and alkalis, 
and how we can find the amounts of acids and alkalis in solutions. We consider what is in the 
water we drink, and study the various methods by which we can identify and analyse 
substances. 
We also investigate how much energy is involved in chemical reactions and examine the use 
of fuels as energy sources. 
 
Physics 
 
In Core Physics we consider how heat (thermal energy) is transferred and the factors that 
affect the rate at which heat is transferred. We consider what is meant by the efficient use of 
energy, and why electrical devices are so useful. We also think about how we should 
generate the electricity we need. 
We also look at the uses and hazards of the waves that form the electromagnetic spectrum 
and the uses and dangers of emissions from radioactive substances and consider what we 
know about the origins of the Universe and how it continues to change. 
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In Additional Physics we think about how we can describe the way things move, and how we 
can make things speed up or slow down. We consider what happens to the movement 
energy when things speed up or slow down, and study momentum to allow us to understand 
car design and safety. We then think about static electricity, how it is used to improve the 
environment and make life better or easier for us, and what the connection is between static 
electricity and electric currents. 
 
We investigate what the current through an electrical circuit depends on, and develop our 
studies to learn about mains electricity and how it can be used safely. We think about why 
we need to know the power of electrical appliances. 
 
We also consider what happens to radioactive substances when they decay, and find out 
what nuclear fission and nuclear fusion are in relation to solving the energy crisis and to help 
us make informed decisions about future energy supplies. 
 
In Physics Unit 3 we look at how forces have a turning effect, and what keeps bodies moving 
in a circle we discover what provides the centripetal force for planets and satellites. We also 
look at what mirrors and lenses do to light, and in studying sound, consider what ultrasound 
is and how it can be used. 
We look at how electricity can be used to make things move, and at how generators and 
transformers work. We finish with a look at the life history of stars. 
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Statistics 
 
Why should I study this course? 
Statistics are being used at an increasing rate in business, politics and the sciences. In the 
real world we are constantly bombarded, through the media, with graphs, economical data 
such as retail price index (RPI) and various other statistical statements. You will find that 
understanding statistics is important in all aspects of everyday life. When you have 
completed this course you should have a far greater understanding of how to interpret and 
use statistical statements. 
 
If you are continuing in education, you will have acquired important skills required for 
studying these subjects. Biology, psychology, economics, geography, engineering and 
archaeology are among the many subjects that rely at times on an understanding of 
statistical data. If you decide to continue with mathematics at AS Level you will find that you 
already know a lot of the content of the statistics option. 
 
What will I learn on the course? 
Statistics give us information in one form or another. In this course, you will learn how to 
collect unbiased data and how to summarise and represent this data. An important part of 
statistics is that you should use the available data to predict what will happen in the future. 
You will learn how to reason, interpret and discuss results, and how to make forecasts based 
on these results. This course will give you the skills to read and analyse data. You will be 
able to interpret various diagrams and statistical statements accurately. You will also be able 
to appreciate when statistical statements are exaggerated. We cannot always be certain that 
a forecast will be correct, so you will also consider the probability of something happening. 
 
How will I be assessed? 
Coursework Task: (worth 25%) Written Paper: (2hours, worth 75%) 
This will involve you choosing, with the help of 
your teacher, a task to investigate. You will make 
a plan, collect data, analyse it and then write up a 
report on your work. Some of this will be done 
during lesson time. 

The paper will have some short and some long 
questions. Many of them will involve the use of real-
world data. You could be asked, for example, to 
design questionnaires, draw box plots and scatter 
diagrams, interpret diagrams, carry out calculations 
and interpret statements. 

 
What can I do after I’ve completed the course? 
You can use the skills you have acquired when studying further subjects at all levels. You 
might also use these skills to make decisions about things in your own life such as investing 
savings, choosing electrical equipment and buying cars etc. You might consider studying 
statistics at a higher level. It is an option within A-Level Maths and can also be studied at 
university where it can lead on to a variety of fascinating jobs. These include working in most 
areas of manufacturing, insurance and the civil service. Statisticians are needed in most 
walks of life. 
 
Do I need to be good at maths? 
Students opting for GCSE Statistics are usually good mathematicians and the vast majority 
are in the top sets. There is some overlap in content with maths such as inter-quartile range, 
box plots and histograms, but GCSE Statistics will introduce more advanced calculations and 
diagrams. However, Statistics is not just about processing data and students should not 
under-estimate the amount of detailed written work and use of precise language that is 
involved.  
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What have results been like in the past? 
Over the past four years, 108 students have taken GCSE Statistics. 63 achieved grade A*, 
40 grade A, 4 grade B, 1 grade C. Impressive, but remember most are coming from the top 
maths sets. And past results should not be taken as a guarantee of future performance! 
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Examination Boards 
 
(as at January 2010) 
 
 

ART AND DESIGN AQA 

BUSINESS STUDIES AQA 

DT ELECTRONICS AQA 

DT RESISTIVE MATERIALS TECHNOLOGY 
AQA 

DT GRAPHICS AQA 

DRAMA/THEATRE STUDIES AQA 

ENGLISH/ENGLISH LITERATURE AQA 

FOOD AND NUTRITION OCR 

GEOLOGY WJEC 

GEOGRAPHY AQA 

HISTORY EDEXCEL 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY OCR 

MATHEMATICS OCR 

MEDIA STUDIES OCR 

MODERN LANGUAGES: French/Spanish OCR 

MUSIC EDEXCEL 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION/PE GAMES AQA 

RELIGIOUS STUDIES AQA 

SCIENCE AQA 

STATISTICS EDEXCEL 

 



Tunbridge Wells Grammar School for Boys 
 

 
 

GCSE OPTIONS 2010 
 

THIS FORM MUST BE COMPLETED AND RETURNED TO YOUR FORM TUTOR BY 
FRIDAY 12th FEBRUARY 2010 

(Late returns will only be considered after other forms have been processed) 
 

 
Student ___________________________________________________   Form _________________ 
                                      (Block Capitals) 
 
 
Signed  ___________________________________________________               Date _________________ 
                                      (Parent/Carer) 
 
COMMON CORE SUBJECTS: Mathematics, English Language with English Literature, Double Certificate Science, a 
Modern Foreign Language, Physical Education, Personal and Social Development, Religious Education. 
 
All courses are offered dependent upon the availability of specialist staff. 
 
The school reserves the right not to run courses that fail to recruit viable numbers. 
 
Please tick to indicate your son’s first choice modern foreign language. If he intends to study two languages the 
second language should be indicated in the OPTIONS section below. 
 

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGE 
 

 
FRENCH 
 

  
SPANISH  

 

 
Please select from the options below indicating First, Second and Third choices in rank order by entering “1”, 
“2” and “3” in the grid below. As sometimes we can not accommodate all three choices, please indicate a 
reserve choice by entering a “4” against that subject. 
 

OPTIONS 
 

ART & DESIGN 
 

  

GEOLOGY  

 

BUSINESS STUDIES 
 

  

HISTORY  

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY 
(Electronics) 

  

MEDIA STUDIES  

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY 
(Graphics) 

  

MUSIC  

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY 
(Resistive Materials Technology) 

  

PHYSICAL EDUCATION  

 

DRAMA/THEATRE STUDIES 
 

 SPANISH 
(Second Language) 

 

FOOD AND NUTRITION   

STATISTICS  
 

FRENCH 
(Second Language) 

  

TRIPLE SCIENCE  

 

GEOGRAPHY 
 

  

ICT 
 

 

 
    Parental Comments (if appropriate): 
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